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z-Scores and other scores in chemical proficiency testing-their meanings,
and some common misconceptions

1 Ololgyl 3 (B 99 9 T Flao — o & ylgo 5 90 3T yo L SCOTE plw g Z-SCOTE

1329 QU (gousls &8 32 Aoz )3

CS i g slo olKiglo;] (ol 00 S g Slid ooliol pives O 50,5] pol8 sl Lo T-SCOTE
olo sl cwnlio yolido S w0, Slae asls ol Aol o] i olow! &)l (slo Gg0;] 0 ouis
S0l 4 T=SCOYE i .ol I CLile oy "ail Lacari jlade" § oailS O b dml o Coglds
olo b 50 355 T3l ple) g 51 6 Ao G azmsi 0 o o (sl iz (Fp Lol ees] iy 515
ol slo aazsls cuol ons ol oo, 5/ caiio 0, b dgzloo sl (soueio 0, Slac slo ozl

il oy 6,5 ISO 13528 (2015) o, lwilew] jo ( S56 0 o, Slae

Como 286 5 Slos 4355 ,0 Slold lp a5 aiiws obite Biolo;l o Sldllhas «o)lge sla ygej]
Hals @il pdy (Sl as” JSlojy jo wleads 2lb (FassS &8 b lawgd ool ()l38 a5 0 )l Jaw
P93l Dyze 55 (Dol pladl LT (6l Lo S5 L) ] 5 Buw a5 0ad (S5 0 Shoe sl a3l 5k
@ oJl cnl bcdls sgg am jlolgsds sl ks ol (ogie (35letel sl (b dal o el
a1y sliel S oS was oo Ol Lo 4 az LSS 5 eole (casjletel (g, ST oS wd atine oy
£ob 5 i il 68 ol Jsol 5 ke (sl il da bl caline nlesl olge 4o LSy &0
ISO / IUPAC / sas Sinlen SS9, JuSis el 5y0 ol "otsS s cilizie caasss 9051 slo
(T L Joles slo Lasls L) 4=SCOTE 3 Z-SCOYE (] 5l om oS L) 51,0 coplplo ™Mo AOAC

050 S50 b den Lawgi a5 s gz

a5 (SasS Dlyd oloml 4y 5 5o el o e yliel Giges (g )0 Dlee sl 503 00528 a3l
Z=SCOre ,ol> Jl> 0 plply ol aises sloo )5 L aglsn (sl Z-SCOTE S 4y 20 5Lcsl o920
= Sl g Baias s o)l 55> En-score, D-score . zL-score zeta(C) scores .Z-score
oS ail 03,5 oolat] sessd lae slp booles g aaz slo pb g aax Sles (lp cosad slo oL 5l (o 5o

o Z-SCOre @9’5 Coxog & & pw o5 S5 M‘P = Jlaso U"‘ 59 ‘L)"‘J"L"’ Ll asS be Ego90 LJ"‘
4o ISO 13528 (2015) s juskeu



Z-SCore

Z= Jgo,8 bgaiils plas! e ouisS &8 0 4 a5 all o,Sles bl o 5 oolaiul,y wls Z-score
¢Spt 99, Nhee (a3l Xpp 0ailS ES b A X (Jgey8 ol )0 090 (o auloe(X - xpt) / Spt
zob oais &l s Spr 5 Xpr sy 09 polie .iwl " (SDPT) paass 5031 sly jloe Byl
S99, (o0 518 Sl 9590 4 Q2L ¥ 03l 5l g)l5 Z-SCOTE a5 Sloj 09d (o LS e (y90))]
"PsS oo ax lo 4y Z-SCOTE" sy 10 il (pl 4 gh) G (Dol pladl 4y 5Ls aslb Y o3l 5l 7,5

(el 00l ool T
UB’MJ)‘«U@MJW‘F)SUJ/}WZ-SCOFB uuL.u/):M

i o &1 o7 oy &y900 & Sylgo 905 050 S 40

or ylnio g D% gD o Shos ya> i

&S (%D = 100D) x5l oot grie jlicel ¢ D = (X - Xpt) / Xpt) G ,5ee Lasls oy
45 e B &3ly 50 YD el Xt U aoeis nd gl o0ims (yLad s o 00sels g-SCOTE 1,5
4525 Oblend 6l pode (pl amd (oo (LS (gaoy jso a1y AL Larasd jlade b oS LS L4
15 saiilym aSnl e 0,0 |, oatiles gl mgd colils "Gum (gl y0e conlis” e 30 Lol el
55 Lol el @0l) L8 Sols 4y jhinal ool sl o5 T gllas oo jlore CBlymuil LB 4o gano 3,Kkas 5,50
Ao BB conl (Sen (65 03lal SO (gl calizen sl clalé ooguse 4 bgs e sla Lol () il i
L pgo ais ol 00zs "Bus sl canls” @ gl o)Ll ed o Shee o3l ol (5 alaly o () g wails
el o5 @81y o abay 4 B S e 08 Jlasl 4z 1 ol 0 B,y L8 Bp Lol e K, e

.39 o8 Z-SCOTEC 4 D-score ool Joos



Z -SCOre

Z =(X-xpt)/ ol o,Slee adls SO @l 4 e Z-SCOTE (gl adol S ploxl

e Sy 4 bgiye U(Xpt) Coekd poc 45 Sye0 4o a5 ol o.u;,\/af,t + u?(xp)
2B Z-SC0Te (53, 5 s HB sk 4 b ol S S 508 4 s aidl japass
U(Xpe) > 0.30p 45wl o 3lisl o Ysome 3l (! 0,05 o 1,8 coliisl 550 03,138,
Z-SCOTE aly oo 2ol Jloy cllo a4y G AF 5l i L Z-SCOTE o jg0 ol 5o 5 il
ool plad I Ll wiS o Joe aBl arass lade 5l Glhedl g5le o laslinl gl s yo @
el 6l ollasls azsl jarass aie 5 Callasl azis Ko oy Cglis

zeta-score and En

335 oo )3 oolial 850 sl s 3 0= (X - Xpe) / JUZ(X) 4+ u?(xp) { — ScoTe
Al arass jlade g ds o d U(X) Cunbd poe pess bl (gl o saisS &S b oS
sl ey 5 slaslitel Z aiile .enl U(Xpp) Connad poe b oas ol a0 oo SO (Xpt)
pladl 5T olp (Jdo Y aials 5l 7 )15 polie § SgSie dmeil lgie 4 Y als 5l z 5 o

s S5 5 Sl S
Oyl ool 5,158 Coalad pae galS L L edds cposs Jlode 5l Bl sl mul8l L ¢ — score
04 08 (edS Coahad e o5, sl Wiy 0 S, — SCOTE S (plpls b o
CS 2 4SS g0 0 € — SCOTE b ogd oo el plool (pl amo plas |y 9o 1o b s 5l S
WS ol 0 035 (e 92 5l Gt 5 U(X) Ceabad pae 055 Liel (talS (sl S 0sS



pac B alal) o a5 cglas ol b el § — SCOTE @ ass @8ly ,0 B o Slae a3l
Ep — o oogome ol ;o .ol 00l 055501 00 i Comlad soe b o lailiw] coalad
0 Ygoro £ 5l 2,15 B Jlade cnl il s { — SCOTES zulis ssg00me i SCOTES
Oyl S lo oRiolo;l jo o Shae ol (pl 0gd oo 48,5 L5 0 SgSliue Azl loxe
205 o 8 eolatnl )90 (gl i sla oKiole;l 5l yis
z; — scores
ol Bua b as culoss (b 2Kkl lp ZL = (X - Xpt) / Uf o ,Sloe asli oyl
0 PT eaiss 155 0 Lawgs oo 8l,] o lasbew! Gl oul asis 1o g 00,5 &8 1o &O,lae yges] 4o
AMCTB 4 ;i Sledbl cgz) Cans casbin b5l Ban 61, (SDPT) & jlos (y9051 7,0
S 6lp) Gyin g 00isS S5 a5 Canl ol ZE-SCOTE | Lol sns] (0SS axxle NO. 2
&l mslie 3Jilis] Coalad pae Sy in) Sglie SDPT (S, 5 e 50 45 (o5 b
Sl calie 8 laslbinl Gl sl lgie ol 5 g 00,5 s (GLiogs Bua jshaie (60 1,15 4ok
S Sy b Zp — SCOTES )l oolainl oS ool oo ol jlnl aiwle 5l Bun
u.u.x.a)b.o.o(b)5MLP5MQIEM43‘)‘JAB9MUT&M(3)ASW‘WGAJ&OW
oindu el ol i g3) 04 eolaiwl dwle y0 Al arass Jlade e 4 PT 7 b o oo
ol bl s o axaS zeta, { — score sl ol o laol o . ISO 13528 o lasten!

(o ooliiwl (6,550 Glaal gl Taxs o )Le
oS 0 ax>bbayz—Sscore

Holas & g0 4 slBiolo;l bl a5 09l o yuands 4s )8 pl b olKiulo;l SO (sl 0z — score

ol b Gl alBiolej] jo caul o5 axly jlae Blymil 5 jao Sk b Sl 2598 5
Sgaze olas, S5 laie 4 aS wims o 7y 00 0 Jliml LY sogaze 5l 75 laslotel oyl
Jiml L) 6,568 Slglyd LY sogame 5l 7,5 slojliel agd s wub Jlode o> 0 4



Sl plgie 4wy oo g w3 o0 &) Sjlbial Jlop @i 22 e (Yl S
Gl b a5 obolfigle;] wigh a8, i o JSbe cde oy 3BT (lyy ooriSsgame
5o il 03,5 s 8limmil O ygo s Ll gl ulee b g ai )l Sligaed Opt o laili!
Iy Slbeasgy cpl V USCs abl ails osgase ol 5l ) slaslasl 5l (6 pin ao o il

a3 o (LS (295

Over-disperse

Compliant

5 bl panasd ke b coslite (i3s (8) w80 e i | 9g)ccn Ul 5 Ly b oaiiSe 5 slaolftalel 51 a8 b5 (slaslonal i V IS
Gl s Ll SDPT s sl Gl b cansbiie (€) 5 e iy s (S8l b Lol sl avasss laie L)55Ls (b) « SDPT s lustea Gl
s oo s | oS b slaiale)T b " pllan ol b (Sligees ol il oad ools i o 5, b a5 iblis 4l arass |lade 4 Cand

Dl cud i jsSde ayl il gl Csllae slacud s skl s iyl J13-1.96<Z2 < 1.96 sogume o a5 uli ke 4 &dly jo
(c) 0.83. 5(b) 0.67 (a)0.95

2o LG 45 o apd 18 9| L Z-SCOTE oS 4y o9 LS yuomnnds' 45" 5988 ST a5 el (65,0
om0 mls i SO cpl il a2 3e8 Jloy SO 4 0590 ST 0 FasS oS Wb

oyl cpl p Z-score b gult i ai)la oLl & lae g0yl b aS ol o, bL g oLl Ll

S 55 Glp sl 0,90 04190 b d,.b...aLa.._eoga..,LMm sk o oKisle;l oled [S1as” col
XptomSoles b Jloy e IS @ Ly b o)1 gl oS Joe SDPT 5 asily (anass e

5 o Sl b Jlo g a 395 SO Z-SCOTE (s jg0 ol 0 .0l dlgs #0565 Opt L Iyl g



G (ol Lo 4y a8 plaS cel S8 @ p3¥ Lo o lid 1) ganly SO las OBl ol
S asline ol & g5 4l asil 00 @i Jlog JSb 4 GEUnS 280 adly s o
Opt lene Szl 5 Xpt 0uSilbee b Jloy qjsd IS5 4 Q0S8 55 (olod Jloyl 5 Slos
Z-SCOre «)lo; Jsb o cplplo ol cales o Slee oLl o lailinl g Jlo g i 4 yorie
LS oo dmlie g5 0 Shas lgie 4 O lee (903l 50 Bas jlre by 0aiiS w8 8 S 0 Slee

oo Y eb 4o

ool las o ol Sbly Ll )i ol a0 1) o o Slee oy 4 Bl o Dylee g0
olis Y oogame 5l z 5 Z-SCOTE wiz ,o .l ol pad (6,65 a8 b olKinle;] cusdo
aS e Lo ol &y Slod a0 Y cogaome J2lo o Slae a3l Lol sl pladl a4 5Ls oacms
Sl b s a5 Cnl oads ool L N S j0 g9 4 Eeoge (pl el ©gF fx den
03gd5te ;0 Z-SCOIE G 4y + FY 090> Jlaix| by jei 00iiS &5 10 S« Opt ol g0 o lasten]
«Opt byl (b1as) 3ol 0929 b Lol conlin Jlme CBlyomil G 099 b (> w0 Y
aS ol bl Jdo pped a4 .l + AY 390 il EY soguse o jliel SO AT ol o]
cpi g b Jed B Z-score S & ,b 5l s |, olKisle;l SO cumMo wuilss oo o 65
Z-SCOTC 3l Sawaidy auo 4 b ceaxdo cpols lis gl puds lis o2 oly Z-SCOTE

el Jolge plo ol pon o,
b I ) 055 (St Lo porled’ (0 bo o 950 A5 ] S0l ]

o G lis Joud LU slpTZ-SCOre SO

! Analytical Methods Committee, Analyst, 1992, 117, 97-104.

2 M. Thompson and R. Wood, Pure Appl. Chem., 1993, 65, 2123—
2144.

3 M. Thompson, S. L. R. Ellison and R. Wood, Pure Appl. Chem.,
2006, 78, 145-196.

41S0 13528, 2015.



